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Courtyard Waterfall at NGMC Braselton Nearing Completion
Fockele Garden Company is soon to unveil
its latest specialty garden for Northeast
Georgia Health System, The Courtyard
Waterfall at Northeast Georgia Medical
Center Braselton.
The water feature and the surrounding
garden bring a North Georgia waterfall
to the hospital campus. The project is
the result of collaboration between The
Medical Center Foundation, HGOR
Planners and Landscape Architects,
Northeast Georgia Medical Center, and
Chris and Jane B. Smoot, who generously
provided the funding and much of the
inspiration for the project.
The hillside water garden links the medical center’s main
entrance to the Love Light Plaza below. Patients, staff and visitors
will view it from rooms in the surrounding four-story hospital
building. On the ground floor plaza level, the sights and sounds
of water will entertain and engage people who relax on sunny
benches or dine at shaded tables just outside the hospital café.

A rendering shows how the waterfall will look upon completion.

Visitors approaching the hospital first see the circular fountain
that is the wellspring for the first of four waterfalls. Water cascades
dramatically to the plaza below, finally pooling in a stone basin
that is located right at the edge of the courtyard. Continued on p. 4
The Fockele crew carefully place boulders in the waterfall.
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Fockele Garden Company Honored with NALP Gold Award
The Fockele Garden Company earned a Gold
Award in Landscape Management in the National
Association of Landscape Professionals Awards of
Excellence Program.
The Fockele Garden Company won the award
for its work with the Northeast Georgia Health
System (NGHS).
Each year, the National Association of Landscape
Professionals Awards of Excellence recognizes
exceptional landscape, lawn care, and interior
plantscape design projects from around the
nation. This year, 161 awards were bestowed for
maintenance, design/build or contracting projects.
The Fockele Garden Company has worked with
the Northeast Georgia Health System for more than
10 years. The company partners with The Medical
Center Foundation and with HGOR Landscape
Architects to create and manage specialty gardens
on the hospital campuses of NGHS.
Top-right: Anne’s Garden is located near the entrance to the
Northeast Georgia Medical Center’s North Tower.
Right: Christian-David Family Pet Park is near the Women’s and
Children’s Pavilion at the Northeast Georgia Medical Center.

WATERFALL

Continued from P. 1

The water spilling from the fountain at the entrance level falls
into a stone aqueduct that conveys the water across the hillside
garden. Along the top of the wall, water tumbles from spillways
into the three lower waterfalls.
Attracted by water splashing through a garden of native plants,
birds, butterflies and other wildlife will flock to the colorful
habitat. Playful sculptures of creatures typical to northeast
Georgia will pose in vignettes throughout the garden.
Plants will include trees such as American Hornbeam and Black
Gum. Bottlebrush Buckeye, Sweetshrub, Sweetspire, Winterberry
and Native Azalea will frame masses of perennials such as Joe
Pye Weed, Swamp Sunflower, Maiden Fern, Ironweed Bee Balm
providing year-round color and contrasting textures.
The hospital is a LEED certified facility. The landscape was
designed by the landscape architect firm, HGOR. LEED stands for
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) and is a
green building certification program used worldwide.

Water will collect in a stone reflecting pool when finished.
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Lighting Can Add a New
Dimension to Your Garden
Get more enjoyment out of your garden with
landscape lighting.
As the days grow shorter, lighting can open up a
garden for nighttime use. Landscape lighting also
adds security and safety to your garden, but in a
beautiful way.
Well-placed and carefully selected light fixtures
highlight your home’s architectural features and
draw attention to plantings and trees, as well as
lighting paths and water features.
Let Fockele Garden Company create a lighting
program that showcases your garden at its best.

Lights can highlight trees and
plants, as well as increase safety
by illuminating walking area.

Landscape Designer and
Irrigation Technician Join Staff
Erik Staiger and Antonino Martinez have joined
the Fockele Garden Company team.

New Blog on
Fockele Website

Staiger is the company’s new Landscape
Design and Salesperson and Martinez is an
Irrigation Technician.
Staiger brings 10 years of experience in
the industry as well as a B.S. in Landscape
Architecture from the University of Georgia.
He specializes in design, sales, and project
management; however, he is also an
accomplished plantsman and can often be found
in the trenches, literally, with a smile on his face.

Erik Staiger

Erik, his wife Aimee, and three young children live
Antonio Martinez
on a section of their family farm; the homestead
tract has been in the family for four generations
and includes the home where his grandfather was born. In his spare
time, Erik enjoys raising his kids, vegetable gardening and art.
As irrigation technician, Martinez installs, maintains and renovates
our customers’ irrigation systems. He incorporates new and efficient
irrigation products as they become available on the market.
Martinez, who has worked in the landscape industry since 2008, also
has experience installing landscape lighting.

We are always looking for ways to
communicate with our customers, and our
latest endeavor is our new blog.
Located on our website, our blog will
highlight projects we have completed or are
working on, trends in gardening, videos, and
interesting aspects of our business.
Keep checking our website for the newest
edition of our blog.
https://fockelegardencompany.com/in-the-news/blog/

A Texas native, Martinez’s family moved to Gainesville when he was
14. He and his wife, Miriam Liliana, have a daughter, Leah Antonella.

F o c k e l e

G a r d e n

C o m pa n y

I t ’s t h e C o m p a n y Y o u K e e p .

Small Garden Projects Can be A Good Addition
Not every project the Fockele Garden
Company develops is large in scope.
Some of Fockele’s customers are looking
to create a beautiful small-scale garden.

AFTER

That was the case with Betsy Robertson
and Paul Brown’s home at Cresswind
in Gainesville.
“Gardens can be very intimate,” says
Julie Evans, Fockele Garden Company
co-owner and designer. “Not everyone
has an expansive property with an
elaborate garden. A small project can
change your landscape and give you
the garden you want.”
The homeowners wanted to turn their
small backyard into a garden they could
enjoy. Fockele designed a plan that
included a water feature with lush plantings all around.

Bef or e

“Fockele Garden Company transformed our garden from dull
to delightful . . . creating a peaceful, relaxing retreat that we
love spending time in,” they said.
The water feature is the centerpiece with plants including
Crinum lily, ice plant, thrift, gold thyme, sedum, acorus ogon
and dwarf cryptomeria surrounding it.
Along the fenced area of the backyard, Fockele designed a
planting that created a relaxing atmosphere. Among the plants
are drift rose, abelia radiance, Don’s Dwarf wax myrtle, little
lime hydrangea, globosa nana cryptomeria, panicum heavy
metal, tutti fruitti butterfly bush, reifler’s dwarft viburnum,
dragon’s blood quince, spirea ogon and opening day viburnum.

Top: The design plan included a water feature with lush plantings that transformed
their yard from “dull to delightful.”
Bottom: A Fockele crew member works on the water feature.

Customer Perspective
Debbie Brown, Australian
Shepherd Enthusiast
“I searched the Internet and called several companies. I told
them I had fencing to replace, stormwater problems to solve
and a retaining wall to build. No one even came to look!
When a friend pointed me toward Fockele Garden Company,
I found someone who could do it all! Now I have dry, fenced
areas for my Aussies and well-drained areas for my plants.
On top of that, we’re going to add some landscape lighting!
The crew was wonderful.”
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Fockele Garden Company crew members Felix, Guillermo and Gabriel are shown
with our client Debbie Brown during the project.
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